[bookmark: _GoBack][image: ][image: ][image: ][image: ][image: ][image: ][image: ][image: ][image: ][image: ]
image6.jpeg
But smaller dangers exist and one can defend himself from these. There were local wars. Like
the Franco-Prussian from 1870 - 1871, or the Korean Wart at the present time. There are also wars at
home like the Spanish War from 1936 — 1939. There are also revolutions. There are anti-clerical
upheavals and outbursts of anti-Catholicism.

If something like any of these happened in Italy, today’s Vatican would not be able to survive.
But, a bigger Vatican would be able to protect itself, or at least it would be able to receive the necessary
outside help.

We don’t know what the future holds. We don’t know what will happen within 10, 20, or 50
years. What can we conclude from this? It seems to me that it would be a wise move, if the Italian
nation agrees to enlarge the Vatican territory, especially by adding to it several villages which are
located in the narrow corridor that leads to the Adriatic Sea, about 13 miles from the Vatican. Italy
would lose very little, but the Vatican State would gain a lot.

Within the Vatican town there live about 1100 inhabitants. Within its walls are the Basilica of St.
Peter, the Vatican Palace, the Museum, the Mosaic Factory, the Mint and the Post Office. These
buildings cover 14 acres. There are also magnificent gardens, a huge printer, an astronomical
observatory, Vatican radio and barracks for the Swiss guards and the Vatican gendarmes.”

When historians write about any country or nation they always mention the rulers of that
country and nation. Usually, besides other titles, they name him the father of the given country or
nation and rightly so because he is the manager of the country and the father of his subjects, regardless
whether he is good or bad.

| had been speaking about the Vatican State, therefore, of necessity, | must speak of the
manager thereof, whom we Catholics and even other religions title not only as Father, but as Holy
Father, not so much because of his personal virtues, but because of the holiness of the Office which he
holds.

In some of the sections of Poland, the villagers were discussing among themselves, that after
the death of a Pope, priests from all over the world come to Rome. On a certain day and hour, they
gather into an enormous procession to the grave of St. Peter, with every priest holding an unlit candle in
his hand. The priest, whose candle automatically lights up through the power of the Holy Spirit becomes
that visible sign of being chosen to be the new Holy Father of Christianity.

This is a nice saying and the self-lighting candle is a deeply appropriate symbol for it plays such
an important role in the liturgy of the Church and always prefigures Christ.

The Pope is the representative of Christ here on earth, the candle of Christianity that has been
lighted by the power of the Holy Spirit and is burning in the eyes of the whole world. Just like the Biblical
city built on a hill it cannot be hidden. People see him, look at him and listen to him — some with
reverence and love, others with hatred, others with reluctance, and still others with contempt but
everyone listens to him.
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The Pope is not indifferent to the world just as God is not indifferent; either he is accepted or
one fights with him for the Pope is destined for the rise and fall of many and as a sign which they will
oppose. People are interested in everything that has any connection with the Pope — his spirituality as
well as his appearance, his worries and joys, his greatness and his ordinary human weaknesses, his
mission and his simple, human likes. There is much said about the Pope, much is written about him and
many things true and untrue are told about him, facts as well as common gossip.

Whatever else we would be able to say about every one of the successors of St. Peter, there is
one thing that we must always say: every Pope creates the inner core of the events in the world and he
is the center of human history. Near St. Leo |, St. Gregory |, St. Leo IX and St. Pius X there is a visible
saying that is accredited to Napoleon — “If | weren’t Napoleon, | would want to be Gregory VII.” These
words clearly speak of the Pope’s role in changing the face of the earth.

However, here | do not intend to speak of the present Pope in the Church and in the world, but
about Pope Pius XIl — how he spends day after day in the Vatican. The schedule of his day is interesting.
It is worth getting to know him.

Pope Pius XII rises daily at 6 am. There is a small Swiss alarm clock on a simple stool. Usually,
however, he awakens a few minutes before the alarm rings. He rises and opens the window of his
bedroom on the 3™ floor looking out on St. Peter Square.

Normally the Holy Father stood a few minutes by the open window, and then with folded hands
he would say his morning prayers, prayers that he had learned in his family home.

However, one day — this was already after World War Il - when he opened the heavy wooden
shutter, he scarcely had time to step back into his bedroom. There was a group of informal British
officers who had taken aim at him with their photographic equipment with telephoto lens in order to
enrich their collection of snapshots, they wanted a picture of the Pope in his pajamas.

From that day on, Pius XII had to deny himself even that one personal privilege of taking a deep
breath of morning fresh air!

As for the private Papal apartments, one must remember, that in these Vatican palaces there
are 1100 rooms containing very modestly arranged bedrooms with ordinary, old fashioned iron beds
with brass knobs on which several Popes had slept and on which Pope Pius XI died in 1939. In addition
there is a modern bathroom, dining room, work room and a private chapel.

After saying his prayers, the Pope sets his alarm clock and for 15 minutes he performs his
Swedish gymnastics. During his younger years, he had been an excellent swimmer, a perfect horseman
and supposedly, just like Pius X and Pius Xl a persevering walker.

After his gymnastics, the Pope takes a bath —a cold one — regardless whether it is summer or
winter. He fills the tub himself. After his Bath he shaves with an electric razor. Fresh linens await him
daily.
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When he is at home, the Pope wears red shoes, but on Good Friday, he wears white ones.
Around 7 am the Pope is fully dressed. It is only then that his servant can enter.

Now begins the essential moment of the entire day of the Holy Father. He goes to his chapel at
7:10 and prays for 20 minutes preparing for Mass which he ends at 8:10. Then for 20 minutes he prays
the assigned prayers of the thanksgiving after Mass.

If anyone ever saw Pope Pius Xl in prayer, he would never forget his impression of him. The
sight of the Pope praying in the spirit of sincere piety is indeed a sublime experience.

At 8:30 Pius XII has breakfast consisting of rolls and coffee with mild. Since the last war, the
Pope does not use any butter. During breakfast he skims through the newspapers, never omitting the
Italian Communist newspaper.

Just before 9 am he rings a bell and the first Cardinal enters, kneels, kisses the Fisherman’s ring
and begins the series of audiences which orient the Pope of the condition of matters of the Church and
the world, and gives him material for his decision as Head of the Church.

Anyone who, before World War Il had read the book, Goodbye Fifth Avenue by C. Vanderbilt,
will remind himself of the authentic and pertinent impression of the author, that although he is closed in
the Vatican palace, the Holy Father possesses better, more basic and a deeper familiarity with the most
intricate problems of the world, more than anyone else in the world. For example, Pope Pius XI knew
more about the problems of unemployment in England, and he had more basic things to say about this
topic than the then present government of His Royal Highness.

There are four main types of audiences given by the Pope: Tobularne — these are the ones that
take place according to a program that is announced for the entire year for the Cardinals and high
officials of the Vatican. They blast until 12 noon plus a few minutes.

Then a special audience for various individuals, often people of various religious denominations.
These last until 12:45 pm. Finally, public audience for pilgrims. These last until 1:30 pm.

In contrast to his unpunctual predecessor, our present Holy Father keeps strictly to the schedule
of the day. However, just like Leo XIIl and Pius XI, our present Holy Father likes public audiences/ Pope
Pius Xl used to call them his eyes on the world.

Shortly before 2 pm the Pope returns to his apartment for his noon day meal. As we know from
history, Pope Urban VilI, who ruled from 1632 until 1644, cared very much about the dignity of the Pope
that had been greatly impaired during the times of the Papal Renaissance. He ordered that the Pope
must always eat alone. This became a strictly enforced tradition which Pope Leo XIII broke once and
only once which called forth endless commentaries in the Vatican that were full of panic and stupor.

Leo XIII had once invited his beloved secretary, Monsignor Angelii to have dinner with him. But
even such a dignitary as was that the Pope did not allow himself to completely break the old rule.
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First, the Pope ate in the presence of his secretary and after he had finished his meal, he invited
Monsignor Angelii to be seated at the table. Then the Pope sat just a little space away from him while
his secretary ate his meal. In that way that famous rule was not broken — they did not eat together.

Blessed Pius X, shortly after his election, decided that this venerable custom is simply
unbearable and boring. Loving people and loving to converse with others, he couldn’t bear eating meals
along.

One day he gave orders that for the next day there should be another setting at the table for his
friend and secretary, Monsignor Bressan. One can only imagine how this news reverberated among
those involved in the ceremonies at the Vatican. The Holy Father wants to invite someone for dinner.
Why, that will be breaking a holy rule. Evidently His Holiness is not aware of that. It is no wonder that
the customs of the Vatican are foreign to him, he comes from Venice but, we have to inform him. And
here is the rub.

Finally, they found some kind of Master of Ceremonies who was determined to warn the Holy
Father to avoid this terrible mistake while there was still time to avoid this unheard of revolution.

Pope Pius X listened to him with his charming smile and said with his characteristic simplicity:
“Are you positively certain that St. Peter always ate alone?” The excellent Master of Ceremonies was
flabbergasted! He had been prepared for everything except for an answer to such a question.

Sensing a delicate mockery he began to feverishly assure him: “In truth, | really don’t know, Holy
Father, but all of those of glorious memory who were the Predecessors of your Holiness, and all of the
Popes before them always dined alone.” “Even during the times of Julius Il and Leo X?” further
questioned the Pope.

By now, this Master of Ceremonies was already as red as a crab. Groaning, he mumbled: “No,
no, Holy Father. The great Popes of the Renaissance used to give ostentatious banquets!”

“From whom then did this famous tradition begin?” “From Pope Urban VIII, Holy Father.”

“That’s fine,” answered Pius X, always with that charming smile. “Our predecessor of holy
memory, Urban VIIl who was the Pope just as we are, decreed that the Pope must always dine alone.
And he had the right to do that. On the strength of that same law, we have decided the opposite and it
is our wish that a place be found and set for Monsignor Bressan by our place.” And still with that smile
on his face, Pius X gave this Master of Ceremonies a sign that he was free to leave.

From behind that universally known and admired goodness, the iron will of the Pope emerged
which sometimes, not only the group of Masters of Ceremonies of the Papal Court felt, but the entire
Catholic Church.

Meanwhile, whispers full of horror and black forebodings made the rounds of the Papal palace.
They even had something to say about the strict Sixtus V who belonged to our Order and brought order
into the Church State.
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Benedict XV, the successor of Pius X, was a Pope in the style of Leo XIIl instead of his holy
predecessor Pius X, but even he could not return to the principles and regulations of the past. Even he
accepted a guest once in a while. The matter was then solved in a compromising way, similar to the
dinner of Leo XIIl with Monsignor Angelii; the Pope ate his meal first at a separate table, and when he
has finished, his guest was served a meal. Thus, the Pope ate alone although he was not alone.

The very unpunctual Pope Pius XI, who prolonged his audience for a whole hour to the despair
of the Monsignori, ate his noon meal at such irregular noon hours that again the tradition of eating
meals alone returned almost automatically.

Therefore, Pope Pius XI| eats along. Before dinner, he opens the cage of his beloved canary. This
is his companion at meals and sometimes he settles on the Pope’s shoulder.

The Pope’s dinner consists of the so-called minestrone, a thick soup with macaroni and
vegetables or a soup with rice. I'll add here that Pope Leo Xlll liked our Polish barszcz a beet soup, which
Mother Siedliska, the foundress of the Order of the Sisters of Nazareth used to make for him. He
definitely wanted to know the name of that Polish soup, and when he heard that the soup was called
barszcz he said with a smile — “the soup is excellent, but the name is barbaric!” He also liked our babka
that the Nazareth Sisters also gave him, but that name gave him no trouble.

But, let us return to the dinner menu of Pope Pius XII — soup, white meat or fish and as Romans
like, a few vegetables — he especially liked spinach and spaghetti. Usually, he drinks a glass of red or
white wine. After dinner, a small glass of black strong coffee that Italians call espresso. | don’t
understand why that coffee bears the name espresso.

If it happens, as it very rarely does, that there is a guest at the Vatican, he is served always at a
separate, so-called lower table, and always after the Pope — even if the guest is some monarch.

Pope Pius Xl eats very little. None of the advice or encouragement from doctors has succeeded
in getting him to break his constant mortifications and to accept more abundant meals.

According to the Roman custom, the Pope takes a half hour siesta. Then he takes a walk in the
Vatican gardens. At 5 pm he goes to his chapel and prays his breviary. At 7 pm he has supper. This meal
for him consists of a bun, fish, cheese and a small glass of light wine.

After supper he says the rosary. Finally, he returns to his desk and checks his program for the
next day and he outlines a suitable talk.

He works until late evening and sometimes even until 1 or 2 in the morning. This is how our
77 years old Pope Pius Xl lives as the Vicar of Christ, the Head of the Church and the Ruler of the Vatican
State. !
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February 7, 1954
| greet all of you my fellow country-men with the greeting, “Praised be Jesus Christ.”

| often receive letters in which people ask why the Pope needs to have secular power, and why
does the Church need a secular State? The Church is a society, a perfect association and therefore, in
pursuing its purpose or goal, it must be independent of all other authority on earth, and like every other
state has a right to everything that is indispensable to its growth and behavior.

One of these conditions is the secular power of the Pope within his own earthly State. From
history we know, that after several centuries of experience, it was evident that Rome, in the midst of the
terrible calamities with which it was visited, found its only help and protection only in the Pope for the
nominal authorities, the Byzantine Emperors, either could not or didn’t want to worry about him.

This creation of a Church State became the demand of the entire Christian world and it had to
sooner or later find an external expression as it happened in the official act of the gift of Papen, the king
of the Franks and of Charles the Great who legally received Longobardy and they gave it to the Pope as
the inheritance of St. Peter.

One can boldly say that no dynasty in the world, no monarch, no ruler, no earthly authority can
show titles that are as strong, as irrefutable as that of the Pope to the Church State.

In 1870, when Garibaldi at the head of armed Italians entered Rome, violence, plunder and
harm was done to the entire Church which was only partially repaired in 1929.

From this point our talk for today is entitled:
THE STATE OF VATICAN CITY

Year after year thousands of pilgrims from all over the world travel to Rome, the Eternal and
Holy City in order to pay their filial homage to the Holy Father. In these uninterrupted waves of tourists,
there are not only Catholics, people who are believers, but also people of every denomination, and also
people of no religion at all.

Faith leads the first group to Rome. History draws the second group while curiosity draws the
others. The whole world is interested in Rome but, not only Rome for in Rome is located the
independent Vatican State.

Jerome Giertych writes: “Rome is that great city in which centuries meet and modern life,
progressive, rich and filled with splendor and brilliance flows within its frames created by thousands of
years of history. At the base of the column which remembers the pagan times immemorial, automobiles
of the latest model are parked and young paper boys are selling daily papers about the hydrogen bomb.

In the lovely shops they sell women’s wear, fabrics, China and works in gold; if you turn around,
in the distance, the gray walls of the Colosseum can be seen where in ancient times, Christians were fed
to the lions as food.
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On the walls of an old tomb near a sweetly murmuring fountain, the Communistic hand has
placed an inscription in honor of gloomy Stalin.

In the streets there flows a river of automobiles and a noisy stream of people on the sidewalks,
while nearby Cicero and Cato lay dreaming in the silent ruins of the ancient Forum through which they
used to stroll.

The white and haughty memorial of King Victor Emanuel prides itself as it stands on the hill. He
thought he had broken the authority and power of the Pope.

Just a little lower, getting red from rust in the red palace from the balcony of which Mussolini
sometimes delivered bombastic speeches to the gathered crowds.

The past mingles with the present but behold, when we cross the Victor Emanuel Bridge over
the Tiber River the picture suddenly changes. Amongst the crowds, foreigners suddenly begin to
predominate. Some sort of huge pilgrimage of French country women is walking in fours. At the head is
a huge banner under the care of Swiss boy scouts and then priests and priests, great crowds of priest
among them. There is no lack of Negroes, Chinese, Japanese and Germans dressed in brownish-red
cassocks and the brisk Irish.

On the Piazza of St. Peter, which is probably the most beautiful piazza in the world, at the foot
of the great marble steps leading to the basilica, there stands a string of buses with the signs: Paris,
London, Birmingham, Bristol, Brussels, Aachen, Boundary. It is still the same city, but another state
begins here. It is no longer Italy — Vatican City begins here.

The Papal guardians, the blue-eyed Swiss in the yellow and sky blue uniform is checking
passports. Through a narrow gate, we enter into a quiet little street in which the sandals of the religious
clatter over the cobble stones.

It is Rome here —and not Rome. It is the Eternal City but it is not the capital of Italy any more, it
is the capital of entire Christianity. The appearance here is international. All different languages can be
heard.

Girded with the sashes of Monsignor or Bishop, with brief cases in their hands, they are getting
out of automobiles or are in a great deal of haste. They look like the officials of ministries hurrying to
their offices.

In a small brick building is their government post office. The post office of Vatican and all of the
stamps are Vatican. A rather numerous guard of Swiss guardsmen and Papal gendarmes maintain strict
order and watch out so that some unwanted guests would not steal anything.

Some of these guards hold in their hand a medieval halberd, axes on a high pole. Others,
completely modern, are armed with automatic pistols.
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In the Basilica of St. Peter, all the signs concerning order are written in 6 languages — the 6
languages of the main Catholic countries: Italian, French, Spanish, Polish, English and German.

This is Vatican State. It is a separate state, small in area, but of great meaning in the world. It
does not belong to Italy, but is an independent territory that is solely under the authority of the Pope.
Surrounded by a wall, it constitutes a papal islet in the midst of Italian areas.

The entire world recognizes the independence of the Vatican State. During the last war, even
Hitler respected the independence of the Vatican State. When all of Rome and a greater part of Italy was
flooded by German soldiers, the territory of the Vatican remained untouched. The Germans surrounded
the walls of the Vatican, but they didn’t dare enter within those walls. Freedom reigned within those
walls.

German — Hitler terror raged around the Vatican. The bullets whistled of the execution platoons
that executed the condemned and the automobiles of the German police sowed white terror among the
people.

But in the Vatican the Polish Ambassador and the Ambassador of Great Britain were peacefully
working and these were from countries that were at war with the Germans. From the tower of the
Vatican radio station, every day, fearlessly, the waves of the radio station broadcast carrying truth into
the world.

When a prisoner escaped from the hands of the Germans and managed to get behind the walls
of the Vatican, and this happened several times, he found a refuge there. Exactly, from the time of the
last war, there is probably no one in the world who would not have to impartially admit how useful the
Vatican State showed itself as a neutral, disconnected from the controversies in the Christian world,
completely independent of any worldly power that is not subject to the Holy See. The past generations
did not always understand this in the same way.

The independent Papal State which until the year 1870 was called The Church State existed for
long centuries. Already at the beginning of the Middle Ages, it was recognized that for the authority of
the Church, it is necessary for the Pope to possibly have a large range of independence and his own
responsible reserve funds. The Papal St ate giving the Church its own independent base of political
independence and material supplies was born gradually in the measure as feelings were formed that it
was needed. As the date of the birth of this State, we can accept the year 754 that means before the
twelfth century

With the passage of time, the Church State grew so that by the half of the nineteenth century it
included Rome and all of central Italy.

However, when the Italian nation that was divided into several smaller, larger and petty States
decided in the nineteenth century to unite into one national Italian State there was born in the souls of
certain politicians the desire and the tendency to absolutely cancel the Church State, to deny the Pope
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independent political authority in his own territory and to incorporate the lands of the Church State
within the boundaries of the newly united Italy.

Thus, there arose a misunderstanding and a conflict between the aspiring Italian politicians and
the Holy See. This misunderstanding lasted close to 100 years.

The Italians, those living beyond Rome, maintained that they had a right, just like other nations,
to national unity and to the fact that Rome should be their capital for in reality, it was the historical
cradle of their nation.

But the Church maintained that it has a right to maintain independence from worldly powers
and for this reason it must have the separate, territorial state which , throughout 11 centuries it had
received a gift from kings, Caesars and princes.

The Italian diplomats and politicians, supported by certain anti-Catholic ties and associations in
several other countries, won in this conflict.

Already in 1859, a part of the Church State was seized by Humberto, the King of Genoa, despite
the fact that France and Austria sent small contingents of military help.

In 1860, in the battle near Castelfidardo, the army of the Church State, made up of Catholic
volunteers from various countries including 10 from Poland, lost the battle. As a result the rest of the
Church State, together with Rome found themselves in great danger.

But in the battle near Mentana close to the walls of Rome, in 1867 the French beat the corps of
Garibaldi. In this battle also there were a few Polish volunteers who were anti-Catholic.

However, when the Franco-Prussian War erupted in 1870 Garibaldi attacked Rome and on
September 20, 1870 he entered the city through the Porta Pia Gate.

The Church State died. It ceased to exist. As a sign of protest, Pope Pius IX took refuge in the
Vatican palace in which the Pope stayed, voluntarily locked up as a prisoner for 59 years. Throughout all
of these years, the Italians, especially those in Rome carried on an embittered anti-clerical and anti-
Catholic politics which was led by the Scottish freemasonry.

It was only after World War | that the first rays of a compromise dawned. The Italians
understood that the Church, without total independence from lay authorities and therefore without the
possession of neutral territory, no independent nation can get along.

The Church again from its side, admitted that it could not deny the Italian nation the right to
establish the nation’s capital in Rome. Therefore, on May 27, 1929, the so-called Lateran Treaty was
signed. This historic document was signed Cardinal Gaspari, the secretary of the Vatican and Premier
Mussolini in the Lateran Palace.
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On the strength of this Lateran Treaty, the Church State was restored under the name of Vatican
State, Citta del Vaticano. However, on an immensely small territory that includes only 108 square miles
and is cut off from the city of Rome by a high protective wall.

World War Il showed how very useful was that independence of the Vatican. If not for that, the
Church in this was would have been deprived of a national center, free of pressures and the influences
of worldly authorities and the Pope and the entire Church Administration would not have been saved
from being taken captive by Mussolini and Hitler.

Those crowds of pilgrims who visit Rome year after year can see with their own eyes that in the
Vatican they have their own capital that is independent of Italy and is truly above all the nations.

This is what one person has to say concerning this matter. In the Holy Year 1950, he made a
pilgrimage to Rome where he spent several weeks: “Allow me to voice my opinion in what came to my
mind after looking around this Church State. It is a good thing that this is a State. But it is not good that
itis so small.

The conciliatory spirit of the Church shown by the signing of the Lateran Treaty in 1929 allowed
the Church to be satisfied with the smallest strip of the country’s territory. It is exactly this conciliatory
spirit that should now show the Italian government that from the side of the Church and the Pope, their
nation is not threatened by anything. This nation should then incline to show a conciliatory spirit from
their side.

During World War II, the Vatican Stat e managed to fulfill only a small part of its tasks. But it was
also evident that in the case of some dangers, it is much too small. It seems to me that the Vatican State
should be big enough to be able to protect itself in the case of smaller political dangers. It should also
have an access to the sea in case of something happening so that other countries could come to its aid.

In case of an unfriendly attitude of the Italians, the Vatican should have the ability to
communicate with the world, not only by radio, but also by ships and airplanes. Therefore, they should
have a good airport and their own access to the sea with even the smallest harbor to which ships and
underwater craft could reach.

The Vatican State should also have more space within its boundaries in order to locate a greater
number of institutions and people. It seems to me that all of these neutral, international institutions of
which so many were formed in the past years such as the International Red Cross or the International
Tribunal of the Hague should find a permanent seat in one of the truly neutral countries in the world
such as the Vatican.

But, for all of this, the Vatican State is too small. One can truthfully answer to all of this that in
the face of the threat from the Soviets, Vatican independence will not survive. Also, the German Fuhrer,
if he would have wanted, he could have captured the Vatican, even if it were a lot bigger than it is today.
This is true. Dangers exist from which there is no help.




